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Why does length of detention 
matter; “Litigation by attrition”

• Good case law does not get made unless 
appeals are zealously litigated.

• Low reversal rates on appeal reinforce the 
culture of impunity among adjudicators 
that their decisions can be legally correct 
even despite their often dire consequences. 



Release strategies

Bond
Parole
Habeas
“Giving up”











WARNING: GRAPHIC IMAGE

D. B. G. C. 
Deported – June 2015





REFUGEES AT OUR BORDER: WHAT IS 
THE GOVERNMENT DOING?





Six years detained.....
Cost to taxpayers: $740,000
2015 - 2016 Average Cost of tuition at 
private college: $32,000

$160,000 - money left over after putting 
ALL FIVE of these kids through college





Bond



Bond Appeals



Parole Requests



Parole Requests: Dumas and Ms. L



Parole Requests: Dumas and Ms. L



Parole Requests: Dumas and Ms. L



Petitions for Writs of Habeas Corpus 
– Prolonged Detention



Petitions for Writs of Habeas 
Corpus – Demore v. Kim



Life, interrupted: when the client 
gives up

• Complete honesty with clients about their likely length of detention 
and possibilities for success is the only ethical way to litigate these 
cases.

• When clients make an informed choice not to proceed, you still have 
opportunities to be their advocates and fight to improve the system 
for others still pursuing relief. 

 Voluntary departure by written motion
 Prior agreement with opposing counsel to 

stipulated order of removal
Requests to advance hearings for the purpose of 

requesting to withdraw an application for relief



Life, interrupted: when the client 
gives up



“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” 

- George Santayana



"I always wondered why somebody 
doesn't do something about that. Then I 
realized I was somebody."

~ Lily Tomlin



QUESTIONS AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Brian Hoffman, Esq.
Justice Campaign Fellow
The International Institute of Akron
207 East Tallmadge Avenue 
Akron, Ohio 44310
Phone: 330.376.5106
Fax: 330.376.0133
Email: brian.hoffman@iiakron.org
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